


By Gordon Siu
The Sweetwater Union High 

School District responded 
last month to an article in the 
November issue of the Crusader, 
which highlighted former 
Superintendent Edward Brand’s 
expenditures on his district-issued 
credit card. Interim Superintendent 
Bruce Husson ordered an 
accounting of some of Brand’s 
expenditures, at the Crusader’s 
request. The results are as follows:

A $184.76 purchase made at 
Motel 6 in Chula Vista in 2001 
that the Crusader reported was 
for a speaker for a professional 
development event. In 2002, 
$71.05 at Toys ‘R Us went to 
purchase Jenga for a management 
training class at San Diego State 
University. A $69.80 purchase at 
Neiman Marcus in 2002 was for 
a lunch the former superintendent 
had with then-Area Superintendent 
Larry Perdoni, Southwestern 
College music instructor Keith 
Ballard, and others.

A $170.90 purchase at Shell in 
2003 was for service on a Ford 

F-150 pickup truck—Brand’s 
district-issued car prior to receiving 
WKH�,Q¿QLWL�*����ZKLFK�KH�NHSW�
after leaving the district. The 
district’s response did not explain 
a $34.40 expenditure at Vons made 
by the former superintendent in 
April, which was reported by the 
Crusader, but said that Brand 
did reimburse the district for the 
purchase.
³,�WKLQN�WKDW�LW¶V�VHO¿VK�´�VDLG�

senior Irene Vallar.
A $12.91 purchase that the 

Crusader reported Brand 
making in 2003 was, according 
to the district’s response, for a 
Champ X-duty (tennis balls) for 
management training at SDSU.

A $1,007.88 purchase at 
*UHHQZDOG¶V�$XWR�%RG\�LQ�
September 2003, and another 
one for $603.52 four months 
later was for accident repair on 
the superintendent’s vehicle. No 
DFFLGHQW�UHSRUWV�ZHUH�¿OHG��

The response also lists a 
$1,1016.75 purchase at Bob’s 
on the Bay in December 2003 as 
being for a meal for 12 high school 

football coaches, three principals, 
DQG�³RWKHU�DWWHQGHHV�´

Finally, a $1,071.78 purchase at 
'LVFRYHU�,Q¿QLWL�LQ������LV�OLVWHG�
as being for 15,000 mile service 
and tires for the superintendent’s 
vehicle.
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